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Tuesday May 6, 2025 
Vancouver School Board unions, Labour Council support a motion to be debated Wednesday May 7 for City of Vancouver to restore $325,000 cut to school food program in 2025-2026 school year; moved by independent Councillor Rebecca Bligh and Green Councillor Pete Fry

VANCOUVER – Key Vancouver School Board unions and the Vancouver & District Labour Council are supporting a motion to restore full City of Vancouver funding of $325,000 for VSB school food programs that feed hungry students after the City announced it would eliminate the grant next year. 

The motion was introduced by independent Councillor Rebecca Bligh and Green Party Councillor Pete Fry and will be debated at Council on Wednesday morning May 7. 

“Students should not go hungry in a city as wealthy as Vancouver, yet that’s exactly what would happen if the decision to cut an essential city grant that helps the VSB’s school food program after 11 years, says Tim De Vivo, Business Manager of the International Union of Operating Engineers Local 963 [IUOE]. “Sadly, we know that our school food programs are still not reaching every child who comes from a poor family and we need to increase our ability to feed them, not cut it back.” 
The motion is also supported by the Vancouver & District Labour Council [VDLC], and the Vancouver Elementary and Adult Educators’ Society [VEAES] 
VDLC President Stephen von Sychowski, says the city cutting the grant was a surprise to all. 

“Hungry students can’t learn and we know that we need to feed even more students at the VSB, not less,” von Sychowski said.  “Our VDLC members include the teachers who see the positive results of school food programs and the Operating Engineers, whose workers include cafeteria and food service workers, Red Seal chefs, TQ bakers, supervision aides, 

building engineers and custodians – they are all deeply concerned that this grant cut would have terrible results for kids.” 
Added Marjorie Dumont, president of the Vancouver Elementary and Adult Educators’ Society:

“Let us show unconditional care for our children by ensuring their most basic needs are met.  Food is a human right, not a privilege.  Remembering the Seven Sacred Teachings while making decisions means honoring love, respect, courage, honesty, wisdom, humility, and truth in our actions,” Dumont said. “We must be truthful about the consequences of budget cuts, and clear about what’s at stake.  It takes courage to speak up against injustice and fight for what is right, even when it’s not easy.  The truth is simple: Hungry children cannot learn, grow, or thrive.”
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CUPE Local 15 President Warren Williams, representing members at the VSB and the City,  agrees that the grant should be reinstated.

“This program is an essential service it is a well-known fact that a hungry student is an unfocused student who is less likely to reach their academic potential,” Williams said. “I was surprised by this decision of city council to discontinue this essential funding that supports student learning in Vancouver.”
De Vivo thanked Councillors Bligh and Fry for moving the motion to restore the city grant. 

“We appreciate that at least some city council members are concerned about the far too many students who depend on school food programs to not go hungry,” De Vivo said.  “Surely a majority of city council will see that this grant cut is a bad decision and rescind it.” 

De Vivo noted that the city grant cut came at the same time as the Vancouver School Board ended its status as a Living Wage Employer by cutting the wages of hundreds of its lowest paid contracted workers by $5 per hour, putting them into precarious positions. 

“Put together, we unfortunately see that both city council and the Vancouver School Board have taken decisions that hurt both hungry students and our lowest paid workers,” De Vivo said. “Clearly the priorities are wrong with both council and the VSB and they should reevaluate their positions to help, not harm, those most in need.” 

